
1900- 1910- 1920- 1930- 1940- 1950- 1960- 1970- 1980- 1990-
Events 1909 1919 1929 1939 1949 1959 1969 1979 1989 1999 2000

Wars

World War I 1914-1918

World War II 1939 1945

Korean War 1950-1953

Vietnam War 1959 - 1975

Operation Desert Storm 1/17/90

Yugoslavia 1999

U.S. Social Legislation

Federal Income Tax 1913 Enacted during Taft administration

Women's Suffrage 1919 Enacted during Wilson's administration

Prohibition 1/-/1919 Dec-39 Enacted during Wilson administration, repealed during FDR administration 

New Deal: Social Security and
     Welfare Laws 1935 Enacted during FDR administration

Civil Rights Act 1964 Enacted during Johnson adm.

Medicare Law 1966 Enacted during Johnson adm.

Americans With Disabilities Act Enacted during Bush administration 1990

Political Leaders

U.S. Presidents Theodore Wm Howard Warren G. Franklin D. Harry S. Dwight D. John F. Richard Ronald George
Roosevelt Taft Harding Roosevelt Truman Eisenhower Kennedy Nixon Reagan Bush
1901-09 1909-13 1921-23 1933-45 1945-53 1953-61 1961-63 1969-74 1981-89 1989-93

Woodrow Calvin Lyndon Gerald William
Wilson Coolidge Johnson Ford Clinton
1913-21 1923-29 1963-69 1974-77 1994-99

Herbert Jimmy
Hoover Carter
1929-33 1977-81

Ghandi (1869-1948) Developed practice of non-violent disobedience Assasinated in 1948

Josef Stalin (1879-1953) 1922 USSR Communist Party 1953

Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945) President of U.S. 1933 1945 Depression, WW II leader, introduced "New Deal": Social Security, Welfare

Winston Churchill (1874-1965)              Prime Minister of Great Britain 1940-45

Adolph Hitler (1889-1945) Chancellor of Germany 1933 1945

Margaret Thatcher (1925-)             Prime Minister of Great Britain 1979 1990

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) Black leader, non-violent protest, assassinated in 1968 1968 Made "I Have A Dream" speech in 1963

Malcolm X (1925-1965) Black leader, advocated Black pride and separatism 1965 Assasinated in 1965
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Historical Events

Wright Brothers First Airplane 1903

San Francisco Earthquake 1906

Ford Model-T Introduced 1908

Jet Propulsion Airplane 1st Jet 1910 1st commercial Jet (Boeing 707) 1958 1976 Concorde begins service

IBM (Founded 1911) 1911 Dominant computer manufacturer

Titanic Sinks 4/12/12

1st Transatlantic Radio 1921

Scopes "Monkey Trial" 1925

Lindbergh Flies Atlantic 05/21/27

TV Patent 1927 TV becomes commercially viable

Depression 1929 - 1940s

Pharmaceutical Industry After dev. sulfa drugs in 1930s, penicillin in the '40s, industry became geared to research

Xerox Copy Process Invention 1938 1947

Hewlett Packard (Founded 1939) 1939 Dominant computer peripheral equipment manufacturer 

Japanese Attack Pearl Harbor 12/7/41

First A-bomb Tested 7/16/45

Hiroshima A-bombed 8/6/45

Yeager Breaks Sound Barrier 10/14/47

The Marshall Plan 1947

Development of Transistor Solid-state semiconductor electronic device 1948 Used in communications, control, computer systems as a switch, amplifier

NATO Formed 4/4/49

McDonald's Restaurants Propotype for American fast food chain restaurants 1950s

Brown v Board of Education Landmark Supreme Court Case re segregated schools 1954

USSR Launches 1st Sputnik 1957

Montgomery, Ala bus boycott 1955-56

The Internet

Integrated Circuit Integrated circuit begins to replace transistor in electronic equipment 1960s Performs the function of 15 to 20 transistors

Watts Riots 1965

1st Artificial Heart Implant (DeBakey) 1966

1st Heart Transplant (Christian Barnard) 1967
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Historical Events

U.S. Lands on Moon 7/20/69

Woodstock 1969

Kent State Shootings 5/4/70

Roe v Wade Landmark Supreme Court Case, established right to abortion 1973

Microsoft Founded by Gates/Allen 1975

Rodney King Riot 1992

O.J. Simpson Trial 1995

Clinton Impeachment Trial 1998-99

American Culture

Music
Enrico Caruso (1873-1921) Greatest opera singer of his time
Irving Berlin (1888-1989) Composer 1907 1500 songs: "White Christmas," "God Bless America," Annie Get Your Gun"
George Gershwin (1898-1937) Composr 1918 1937 "Swanee," "Rhapsody In Blue," "Fascinatin' Rhythm," "Porgy and Bess"
Glenn Miller (1904-1944) Big Band Era dance band 1937 1942 Disbanded band, joined U.S. Army during WW II, lost in plane flight.
Ella Fitzgerald (1918-1996) Leading Jazz singer 1934 Known for scat singing and superlative musicianship 1996
Frank Sinatra (1915-1998) Earliest mass idol of popular culture 1940s 1996
Chuck Berry (1929- ) Among earliest and most influential Rock & Roll performers 1950s
Elvis (1935-77) Pioneered fusion of country music/black rhythm-and-blues 1956 1968 Rock and Roll
Rolling Stones (Mick Jagger) Rock band, noted for raucous sound and irreverant performances 1962
The Beatles Considered most influential composer-performer group of the century 1964-69
Rap Music Developed by urban American blacks, recites rhymed, syncopated lyrics 1979

Art
Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) 
Andy Warhol (1928-1987)
     Pop Art

Architecture
Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959) Great influence on modern architecture in 20th century
     Established Taliesen 1910
     Larkin Building (Buffalo, NY) 1922
          1st office building with
          air conditioning, double
          glass windows, glass doors
     Established Taliesen West 1938
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Literature
H.G.Wells (1866-1946) Author, historian, science fiction writer, 80 books "War of The Worlds," "The Invisible Man," "The Time Machine."
F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940)
     "This Side of Paradise" 1920
Ernest Hemingway (1899-1966) 1954 Nobel Prize winner for literature
     "The Sun Also Rises" 1926
     "A Farewll To Arms" 1929
Will Durant (1885-1981) Leading historian 1926       "Story of Civilization" - 11 volume history of the world 1977
Margaret Mitchell (1900-1949)
     "Gone With The Wind" (Book) Pulitzer Prize winning book 1936 Story of South during the Civil War
Ayn Rand (1905-1982) "Atlas Shrugged," 1936 American  novelist and philosopher 1975  "The Fountainhead" 
James Michener (1907- ) Historical novelist: "South Pacific,"   1947  Awarded Pulitzer Prize for "South Pacific" 1992 "Hawaii," etc.

Playrights
Henry Miller (1891-1980) 1934 1980
Clifford Odets (1906-1963) 1950
Arthur Miller (1915- ) 1938 1987
Neil Simon (1927- ) 1955

Radio/Movies
D. W. Griffith
     "Birth of A Nation" 1915 Established full-length feature film, star system. Film was controversial due to racial attitudes expressed.
Early Talking Movies 1929 "The Jazz Singer" (Al Jolson) 
Walt Disney (1901-1966) Father of Mickey Mouse 1926 Created popular cartoon characters, animated feature-length films, founded Disney Studios
"War of The Worlds" (Radio) 1938 Radio show about Martian invasion of the world, created widespread panic
"Citizen Kane" (Movie) Movie: based on life of Wm. Randolph Hearst 1941
"The Wizard of Oz" 1939 Musical, starred Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Jack Haley, Bert Lahr
"Gone With The Wind" (Movie) 1939 Portrayal of South during Civil War, starred Clark Gable, Vivian Leigh
"2001: A Space Odyssey" Science fiction story written by Arthur C. Clarke 1968
"Star Wars" Science fiction, revolutionized commercial film industry, redefined special effects 1977

Entertainers
Rudolph Valentino (1895-1926) Actor 1918 1926 Movies: Silent films, latin lover, male sex symbol of his day
Helen Hayes (1900-1993) Actress 1908 Called "First Lady of Theater," won two Academy Awards, in 1931 and 1970 
Gene Autry (1907- ) Movies:singing cowboy
Roy Rogers (1912-1998) Movies: singing cowboy
George Burns (1896-1996) 1923 Vaudeville, radio (Burns & Allen), movies, TV, concert performer 1991
John Wayne (1907-1979) Movies: symbol of American hero 1930 1970s
Jimmy Stewart (1908-1997) Leading actor, Academy Award in 1940 1932 "Mr. Smith Goes To Washington," "It's A Wonderful Life" 1980s
Orson Wells (1915-1985) Filmmaker, actor 1931 "Citizen Kane," "Touch of Evil," "The Trial"
Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962) Movies: sex symbol of her time 1946 1961
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TV
TV Broadcasting
Johnny Carson (1925- ) The Tonight Show 1962
"Wheel of Fortune" Game Show - Created by Merv Griffin
60 Minutes Original TV Magazine Show 1968
"All In The Family" TV Series, cutting edge humor, made fun of ethnic stereotypes 1971
CNN 24 Hour TV News Channel, founded by Ted Turner 1980
C-Span Public TV, organized and funded by cable channels

Sports
Jim Thorpe (1888-1953) 1907 1929 Greatest athlete of time: Track, Football, Baseball, 1912 Olympics Gold Medal winner in Track
Babe Ruth (1895-1948) 1914 1935 Baseball - 1927: 60 Home Runs
Joe Louis (1914-1981) Boxing: Heavyweight Champion 1934 1950
Lou Gehrig (1903-1941) 1925 1939 Baseball: Record for consecutive games played (2,130).  Four time MVP.
Joe DiMaggio (1914-1999) Baseball 1936 1952
Jackie Robinson (1919-1972) Baseball: 1st Black player in Major Leagues 1947 1972
Muhammad Ali (1945- ) Boxing: Heavyweight Champion 1960 1979
Cal Ripken (1960- ) Baseball: Record for consecutive games played (2,315) 1981 1999
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar Basketball: All-time scorer (38,387 points), most games (1,560) 1969 1989
Magic Johnson Basketball: Three time MVP.  Became national spokesperson for AIDS awarenes 1979 1991
Gordie Howe (1928- ) Hocky: Hall of Fame, longest career 1945 1980
Michael Jordan Basketball: Best player in the game. 1984 1999
Wayne Gretzky (1961- ) Hockey: 61 Records, "Greatest Player Ever" 1978 1999
Mark Maguire Baseball - 1998-99: 70 Home Runs 1998-99
Tiger Woods (1976- ) 1st major Black golfer.  1st golfer to win U.S. Amateur Tournament three years in a row.  Turned pro at 20 1998 -

Other Important Figures
Will Rogers (1879-1935) 1905 1935 Humorist, actor, writer, political commentator
Rev. Billy Graham (1918- ) World-famous Evangelist 1943
Lenny Bruce (1926-1966) Comedian: scathing, obsene humor influenced comedy 1966

Other Publications
Superman 1938 Comic Book, influenced contemporary film trend toward comic book characters
Batman 1939 Comic Book, influenced contemporary film trend toward comic book characters
Playboy Magazine Founded by Hugh Hefner 1953 Led sexual revolution in America

Criteria

U.S. Social Legislation Legislation that changed or significantly affected the course of the nation's history.

Political Leaders Individuals who led or influenced major events or trends in American history.

Historical Events Events that caused or represent important trends or changes in the nation's direction. 

Music, Art, Architecture, 
    Literature, Playwrites,
     Entertainers, TV,
     Other Important Figures Individuals who created, introduced or are representative of major trends or periods in American culture.

Radio/Movies, Other Publications Shows, individuals or publications that represent major trends in American culture.

Sports Athletes who were instrumental in causing major changes or best represent their sports for their time.
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